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At the White House

   Matt Kirk is about to undergo a baptism by fire. But by all

accounts, President Bush's new top Senate lobbyist is up to the

task. Kirk has been promoted to lead the Senate lobbying team in

the White House Office of Legislative Affairs, taking over for

Ziad Ojakli, who is now vice president for corporate affairs at

Ford Motor. Kirk must help the president move the stalled $328

billion fiscal 2004 omnibus spending bill off the Senate floor,

along with the energy conference report, and the asbestos and

class-action reform bills. But Kirk has an insider's knowledge

of the Senate, honed over nine years in the upper chamber. He's

already hired Deb Fiddelke, former head of congressional affairs

for the president's Council on Environmental Quality, and

expects to fill the remaining positions in the Senate

legislative-affairs shop before the Senate returns on January

20. Kirk, a Michigan native, came to the Senate in January 1994

as an intern at the Republican Policy Committee when Sen. Don

Nickles, R-Okla., was chairman, and returned the following

spring after graduating from Michigan State University. He

stayed at the policy committee, where he focused on labor issues

and operated the internal GOP Senate cable channel, until 1996,

when Nickles was elected majority whip. Kirk remained with

Nickles at the whip's office until heading to the White House in

May 2001. Kirk, 31, said that working on the policy committee

channel, where he tracked Senate floor action for hours on end,

"was a great way to learn the rules and the procedures of the

Senate." As Nickles's senior floor assistant, Kirk said, he

spent "at least half of my time out on the Senate floor,"

learning floor strategy and getting to know staffers, senators,

and "the way the Senate functions on a day-to-day basis." The

hard-charging Kirk has a reputation for being tough and

tireless, but nevertheless wins plaudits from his former

opposite number. Jimmie Ryan, who worked the floor for Senate

Minority Whip Harry Reid, D-Nev., and is now a vice president of

federal government relations at Citigroup, called Kirk "very

tough but very fair. He's a straight shooter." Ryan said, "I

always liked working with him," because he understands what it

takes to move legislation in the Senate. For his part, Kirk

said, "I think I bring an optimistic attitude with quite a bit

of determination to the task."

Interest Groups

   Janet Murguia assumes the newly created position of executive

director of the National Council of La Raza at an opportune time

for the organization. President Bush just announced a new

immigration proposal, and both parties are heavily courting the

Hispanic vote this election year. Murguia is well aware of the

gravity of the moment for the nation's largest public policy

advocacy group for Hispanics. "I think it was hard to turn down

an opportunity to help lead the Hispanic community at such an

important time in our nation's history," Murguia said. She is

expected to succeed Raul Yzaguirre as president and CEO of NCLR

when he retires. Murguia is leaving her position as executive

vice chancellor for university relations at the University of

Kansas, where she has worked since 2001. She previously was the

deputy campaign manager for the Gore-Lieberman 2000 presidential

ticket, and from 1994 to 2000 was at the Clinton White House,

where she eventually served as deputy director of legislative

affairs. Murguia, 43, grew up in Kansas City, Kan. Two of her

siblings are federal judges: her twin sister, Mary, in Arizona,

and her brother Carlos in Kansas City. Her brother Ramon, now a

lawyer, also has ties to NCLR, where he previously served as

chairman of the board. When Murguia first went to work in the

Clinton administration, she was recommended for the job by

then-Rep. Bill Richardson, D-N.M. When Murguia was considering

the NCLR job, Richardson, now New Mexico's governor, again

played a role in encouraging her to take the post.

   Larry Makinson was thinking of leaving Washington when he

decided to resign from the Center for Responsive Politics, a

nonprofit group dedicated to revealing the influence of money on

politics and policy. "The job got a bit stale," said Makinson,

who was senior fellow his last two years at the center after a

stint as executive director. Altogether, Makinson, 56, had

worked at the center for 15 years and wanted to pursue other

interests, such as travel writing. "Traveling on the cheap

overseas has always been a passion of mine," said Makinson, who

so far has not been replaced at the center. But Makinson has

deferred a shoestring sojourn abroad to become senior fellow at

the Center for Public Integrity, a group much like his old shop

headed by Charles Lewis. "I needed a cleansing of my palate, but

Chuck talked me into not doing it quite yet," said Makinson, who

spends time at his house on the Oregon coast when not working in

Washington. Under Lewis, Makinson plans to keep up the bicoastal

commute while investigating the payback by officeholders to

donors. "Linking campaigns to what people got, or are trying to

get, is a job that I really like," Makinson said.

Corporate Life

   After taking five months off to rest and to recharge his

batteries, former Deputy Transportation Secretary Michael

Jackson has landed at AECOM Technology, a Los Angeles-based

technical services firm. As senior vice president, he is charged

with better integrating the corporation's various operating

companies and helping AECOM grow domestically and

internationally. Although he is still "in learning mode,"

Jackson is excited about his new post. "This is a company that

builds things, that provides mobility and addresses security

needs, especially after September 11," Jackson said. Jackson,

49, is best known for the role he played in the creation of the

Transportation Security Administration, which he acknowledges

got off to a rocky start as it scrambled to meet tight,

congressionally imposed deadlines for hiring airport security

screeners and installing explosive-detection devices. Still,

Jackson says, "I'm actually extraordinarily proud of the work

DOT did standing up the TSA. We had to build it from nothing,

and we met all the deadlines." The Houston native has worked for

the Reagan administration and the first Bush White House, but

these days, he is all about business. "I think of myself as a

businessman now. Coming back to the corporate world seems very

natural to me, like I'm coming home," said Jackson, who during

the Clinton years served as chief operating officer of the

transportation systems and services group at Lockheed Martin

IMS. Meanwhile, Jackson's position at Transportation has yet to

be filled: The Senate has not scheduled a vote on the White

House's choice to succeed him, Kirk Van Tine, whose nomination

was submitted after Jackson left in August.

Embassy Row

   Frayed U.S.-French relations over the war in Iraq led to

harsh criticism on Capitol Hill, with flag-waving members

touting "freedom fries" and "freedom toast" as a new dining

experience in the Rayburn House cafeteria. Now the French

Embassy is trying to mend relations with Congress by hiring a

congressional-affairs liaison, a new post that Cameron Griffith

will fill. Since 1998, Griffith has served as director of

government relations for the Consumer's Choice Council, a

nonprofit association of consumer, environmental, and

human-rights organizations; his old spot has not been filled.

From 1989 to 1998, Griffith worked as legislative director and

legislative assistant for Rep. Peter Visclosky, D-Ind. As a

college student, Griffith studied in Paris, and he is still

proficient in French. Griffith is trying to emphasize the

substantial French economic investment in the U.S., and he has

already met with U.S. subsidiaries of French companies to find

out the number of jobs they might provide in specific

congressional districts and states. Griffith will also serve as

the point of contact with the Congressional French Caucus, which

was formed in October by Rep. Amo Houghton, R-N.Y. Griffith, 42,

is optimistic about his chances of improving relations between

the two countries. In one sign of progress, House Administration

Committee Chairman Bob Ney, R-Ohio, a founding  father of the

freedom fry, is a member of the French caucus. Griffith said,

"I'm hopeful that now that we're in a new year, 2004, we can

look for ways to cooperate and to emphasize the strong links

that do exist, including in defense and national security."

At the Bar

   Labor and employment lawyer Edmund Cooke Jr. was not jazzed

about the law at first, so after spending a year at Duke

University he joined the Air Force in the mid-1960s for a

four-year stint. But when he came out of the service in 1970, a

conversation with one of his professors led him to give the law

another shot. Cooke has certainly taken to the profession,

boasting 30 years of experience handling labor and employment

law in government, the private sector, and academia. Cooke, 61,

is a Springfield, Ohio, native who graduated from the University

of Michigan law school. He left Winston & Strawn earlier this

month to join Venable's Washington office as a partner. At

Venable, he is helping the firm's labor and employment group

develop a specialty in diversity counseling and audits for

corporations. "My practice is more advice and counsel than it is

litigation," says Cooke. "I characterize myself as an internal

medicine specialist as opposed to a surgeon." He also serves on

the seven-member task force overseeing diversity practices at

Coca-Cola, which has spent millions on discrimination

settlements since 2000. Cooke landed in Washington in 1973, and

worked for the appellate court division of the National Labor

Relations Board and the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission.

He then spent eight and a half years on Capitol Hill with the

old House Committee on Education and Labor and the Committee on

House Adminstration. In the late 1980s, he became an adjunct

professor of law at Syracuse University, commuting between D.C.

and Syracuse to be with his wife, Wilhelmina Reuben-Cooke, now

provost and vice president of academic affairs at the University

of the District of Columbia. Cooke has been a strong advocate

for UDC. In 1997, he helped to form the UDC Coalition to promote

and garner support for the city's only four-year public

university. But UDC has also brought the couple some critical

attention: Last summer, the city launched a probe into whether

UDC President William Pollard violated ethics laws when he hired

Cooke's wife. Pollard worked with her at Syracuse and is a

family friend. When Pollard was named UDC president in 2002,

some speculated that Cooke was involved because of his personal

relationship with Pollard and because of Cooke's strong ties to

the school. But Cooke said he encouraged Pollard to take the job

after it had already been offered to Pollard. As for his wife's

interest in the provost position, Cooke says he wasn't thrilled.

"I knew it was going to be a tough job, and she was coming off

of a serious illness." Nevertheless, Cooke relied on his

lawyer's instinct for compromise. "We've been supportive of each

other. That's probably why we're still together," he laughs.

Consulting Game

   Then-President Clinton gave Sen. John Breaux, D-La., a

puzzled look when Breaux turned up at the White House in March

2000 for an event honoring Florida State University's

championship football team. Breaux quickly explained by

introducing his legislative director at the time, Sarah Walter,

an FSU alumna and devoted fan of the Seminoles. Breaux brought

Walter to the White House knowing how much she would love seeing

Seminoles coach Bobby Bowden and the players gathered in the

East Room for the traditional presidential victory fete. "I was

in the third row," said Walter, the newest partner at the small,

bipartisan consulting firm Venn Strategies. "It was awesome."

Walter, 35, left Breaux's office earlier this month after

serving the outgoing senator for a decade, most recently working

on the Medicare bill that was signed into law in December.

Succeeding Walter is Michelle Easton, Breaux's staff director on

the Senate Aging Committee. In the new job, Walter plans to

focus mostly on health care issues; she'll work at both

attracting clients and lobbying for existing ones. At Venn,

Walter joins two former Hill colleagues, partners Anne Urban and

Sandra Swirski. Urban served as tax adviser and legislative

director to then-Sen. Bob Kerrey, D-Neb. And Swirski worked for

then-Sens. Alan Simpson, R-Wyo., and Jack Danforth, R-Mo. "I had

known and worked with them for years," Walter said of Urban and

others in her new office. "It was a natural fit."

Media People

   Veteran Wall Street Journal reporter Barbara Rosewicz

returned to journalism this past week after taking five years

off to be at home with her three sons. But instead of settling

back into the comfortable role of beat reporter, one she

mastered long ago, Rosewicz is taking on a new challenge. She

has joined the ranks of management and entered the world of Web

journalism as deputy managing editor of Stateline.org, the

five-year-old nonprofit online news site that focuses on

political and policy trends in the states. She succeeds Katie

King, now a partner of Digital Channel Consulting, an Internet

consulting firm. Said the 47-year-old Rosewicz, "I've hit that

stage in my career where I [am] ready for a change and a bump up

in responsibility." Returning to The Journal was not really an

option -- her husband, Gerald Sieb, is the paper's Washington

bureau chief. More important, Stateline.org is the right place

at the right time, Rosewicz said. "This job seemed to me to meet

my dream-job specifications: something in management, something

that [is] pure journalism," and something new, she said, calling

online reporting "part of the future of journalism." Rosewicz,

who hails from Kansas City, Kan., got her start at United Press

International, first in Dallas and then covering the Kansas

Statehouse. In fact, she said, "I'd always thought of that job

as something that merely catapulted me to Washington. It's funny

that now I find myself looking back to that job" to draw on her

experience covering state news. In 1981, her UPI job brought her

to Washington to cover the Supreme Court and Congress. She

joined The Journal in 1984 as the paper's Middle East

correspondent. Rosewicz then spent 1987 through 1996 in the

Journal's D.C. bureau, writing about energy, the environment,

White House science and technology policy, and NASA. Most

recently, she has been a freelance writer and editor. "I'm

excited to be back," she said. "I'm doing what I love, and

getting paid to watch what's going on in the world."

Campaign Roundup

   Going "Big Time" ... Michael Catanzaro and Maria Comella are

heading to the Bush-Cheney re-election team. Catanzaro, who was

GOP communications director for the Senate Environment and

Public Works Committee, will direct energy, environment, and

natural resources policy. Comella will head Bush's New Hampshire

communications operation. She leaves the Winston Group, a GOP

consulting firm, where she was director of communications and

political research.

   Dean Doings ... Democratic presidential front-runner Howard

Dean has brought Elizabeth Birch and Jon Haber on board as

senior advisers. Birch was executive director of the

gay-and-lesbian Human Rights Campaign, while Haber, a veteran of

five presidential campaigns and Capitol Hill, left Fleishman

Hillard's D.C. office for the campaign trail. And Jim Reed will

coordinate disability outreach for the candidate. Reed, a

Phoenix lawyer, directed disability outreach for the

Gore-Lieberman 2000 campaign, and he chairs the Disabilities

Caucus for the Arizona State Democratic Committee.

Shorts

   Natural Woman ... The Natural Resources Defense Council has

promoted Karen Wayland from deputy legislative director to the

top legislative spot. Wayland has roots on Capitol Hill, where

she worked as a legislative fellow for Sen. Harry Reid, D-Nev.,

on nuclear waste, water, energy, and Native American issues.

   Republican for Life ... House Republican Conference staffer

J.C. Scott has left the Hill for the American Council of Life

Insurers, to be its new chief Republican strategist and vice

president of federal relations.

   Trading Up ... At Commerce, Brett Palmer is now acting

director of the department's legislative and intergovernmental

office, succeeding Brenda Becker, who left to become Vice

President Cheney's congressional lobbyist. Palmer had been

deputy assistant secretary for trade legislation. And deputy

press secretary Dan Nelson has been promoted to press secretary.

Before joining Commerce, Nelson -- who will work under Public

Affairs Director Ron Bonjean -- was the Justice Department's

Spanish spokesman and the spokesman for civil-rights and

immigration matters.

   Public and Private ... Pension Benefit Guaranty Corp.

Executive Director Steven Kandarian is leaving the agency to

return to Boston and his family. Over the past two years as head

of the Labor Department agency, Kandarian commuted between

Washington and Boston. He will leave the agency in mid-February

for the private sector, although he has not yet said where.

Before running the PBGC, Kandarian was an investment banker and

the founder and managing director of a private equity

partnership.

   Johnson & Johnson ... President Bush has tapped Charles

Johnson as chief financial officer of the Environmental

Protection Agency to succeed Linda Morrison Combs. Johnson is

currently president of the Huntsman Cancer Foundation and vice

president of Huntsman LLC. Bush also plans to appoint Stephen L.

Johnson as EPA deputy administrator, replacing Linda Fisher.

Johnson, who was acting deputy, was previously assistant

administrator of the EPA's Office of Prevention, Pesticides, and

Toxic Substances.

   Down on the Farm ... Agriculture expert and French Culinary

Institute grad Phil Karsting has returned to the Hill. Karsting,

who left the Senate Budget Committee in 1998 to work in the

private sector for agriculture and rural development interests,

is back as a legislative assistant for Senate Agriculture

Appropriations ranking member Herb Kohl, D-Wis. Karsting

replaces Ben Miller, who left Kohl's office to be an assistant

dean at the University of Wisconsin (Madison) College of

Agricultural and Life Sciences.

   Milling Around ... The office of Rep. George Miller,

D-Calif., has seen several staff changes lately. Tom Kiley has

replaced Kate Cyrul as press secretary. Kiley was a senior media

coordinator at the Economic Policy Institute and an account

executive at Washington communications firm Hager Sharp. His

predecessor moved to Boston to "pursue political opportunities

outside the Beltway," according to an e-mail. Meanwhile,

Adrienne Ursino and Shanelle Scales are swapping jobs. Ursino, a

staff assistant in Miller's Washington office, will take over

for Scales as a district aide in Miller's Concord, Calif.,

office, and Scales will assume Ursino's duties in Washington.

Ben Miller (no relation to his boss) will succeed Steve Moody as

a legislative assistant in the Washington office, focusing on

foreign affairs, defense, trade, and other issues.

